Use of a modified test system to determine early pregnancy factor (EPF) levels in patients with normal first trimester pregnancy and after therapeutic abortion.
Human pregnancy can be recognized as early as 48 hours after conception using the rosette inhibition test (RIT) to detect early pregnancy factor (EPF). A modification of the test as originally described by Morton et al. is demonstrated using a monoclonal pan T-cell antibody. Studies were performed to investigate the relationship between EPF levels during normal first trimester intact pregnancies and therapeutic abortions. The change in EPF levels is compared with those of hormones after interrupted pregnancy.